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LEGAL SERVICES — PRO BONO MODEL 
277. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Leader of the House representing the Attorney General: 
I ask my question on behalf of Hon Michael Mischin, who is away on urgent parliamentary business. 
I refer to the Attorney General’s media release of 20 March titled “Introduction of WA Pro Bono Model to enhance 
access to justice”, which announces that from 1 July 2020, all law firms that provide legal services for government 
departments and agencies will be required to provide at least 10 per cent of the value of that work pro bono for 
“approved causes”. 
(1) Can the Attorney General guarantee that law firms providing legal services for the state government will 

not inflate the price of their services by 10 per cent to meet the requirement? 
(2) Will legal services to government departments and agencies include counsel, whether from the bar or as 

part of a firm, briefed to do work for the Director of Public Prosecutions, the State Solicitor’s Office and 
Legal Aid WA? 

(3) How will the Attorney General ensure that those practitioners assigned by their firm to meet this mandated 
charitable work will have the aptitude or interest to properly perform the pro bono work? 

(4) How will the value of the pro bono work be costed to ensure that it meets the mandated 10 per cent target 
and how will the Attorney General ensure that what is performed is commensurate with the value claimed 
for it? 

(5) Who will decide what will be an “approved cause” and will the Parliament be able to scrutinise and 
disallow specific causes? 

(6) Will the total fee charged to government and the types of pro bono work services performed by a firm be 
tabled in Parliament; and, if not, why not? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) Law firms presently engaged by the State Solicitor’s Office charge at hourly rates fixed by the State Solicitor. 

These rates are generally reviewed every two years. 
(2) The pro bono model does not extend to barristers at the independent bar. 
(3) Extensive consultation with private sector firms has been undertaken. The vast majority of firms are 

supportive. The member might have seen that the Law Society of Western Australia supports the initiative. 
(4) The model will commence in July 2020. The SSO is working with law firms to finalise reporting 

arrangements. A report will be tabled in Parliament annually. 
(5) Approved causes are defined to mean the provision of pro bono legal services to people in Western Australia 

who cannot obtain legal aid or otherwise access the legal system without incurring significant financial 
or other hardship; that will enhance access to justice for disadvantaged people in Western Australia; to law 
access, a community legal centre, the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia and bodies whose 
primary focus is representation of Aboriginal people; or by way of secondment of legal staff to law access, 
a community legal centre, the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia or bodies whose primary 
focus is representation of Aboriginal people. 

(6) Aggregated information will be provided to the Parliament annually. 
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